BASIC RULES FOR FINGERING SCALES AND ARPEGGIOS

Joanne Baker

Wwhen a student must be prepared with all scales and arpeggios at once, as
for an examination or a competition, help him organize them into fingering groups
for practice. This is a.great help in remembering correct fingerings and saves

practice time.

FINGER-GROUPINGS for SCALES

MAJIORS
Group I-----C, G, D, A, E
Rule: 4th fingers next to the key note.
R.H.--12312341
L.H--54321321
Group 11----B, F#, C#, ¢°, G, Db
ﬁule: R. H. and L. H.--2nd and 3rd fingers on the two black keys
--2nd, 3rd and 4th on the three black keys
--thumbs on the white keys
Exception: Start B major with the 4th finger in L. H.
Group 111---F, BP, Eb, AP
" Rule: R. H.--4th finger on Bb
F--12341231
B%--31231234
Eb--31234123
Ab--34123123
RQle: L. H.--4th finger on the 4th note of the scale.
32164632713

Exception: L. H., of F is in Group 1 fingering.
MINORS ;

Minor Scales are fingered just like the major ones beginning on the same note,

with the few exceptions listed on the next page:



Exceptions:

Group I -- all

Group II - one
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BASIC RULES FOR FINGERING (continued)

R.H., --—f# and c# minors --3 412312341

(In melodic scales of f# and c#, the 4th finger

note changes ascending, but is as above descending.

Skip a finger at top of scale to make this alteration).
L.H. ——-bP? and eP minors are Group II fingering.

~——g# minor ---3 21 43 213

(In melodic minor of g#, the 4th finger note is as above

ascending, but changes descending).

FINGER GROUPINGS FOR ARPEGGIOS

white keys, or all black keys

C, 6, F, Gb, o Major and a, €, d, eb’d# minor:

Root position : 1st Inversion 2nd Inversion

R =R 2231 J=2ubq sl 1 2 4*1

L.H. - 5 4%2 1 5421 5321

* yse 3 in GP major (F#) *yse 3 in eP minor(d#)
black key

D, A, and E Major :

Root Position 1st inversion 2nd inversion
5H. =123 1 21:2°% S Lo e
L.H. =53 21 31233 o R e |

c, f, and g minor:

g 2231 2123 = S T
LH. -5421 521 4 5331
Bb major:

RH. -2124 1241 1241

Tl =3 213 S5ob-2 1 5321



BASIC RULES FOR FINGERING continued)
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Group I1I (cont.)

b minor:

Root position 1st inversion 2nd 1nvef;ion
R.Ho =123 } 1241 *+ 223
L.H -5421 5421 . 4214

Group ITI--tv@ black keys
C#, Db, Eb, ab major and c#, f#, g#, a® minor:
R.H. =2124 2 1241 2412

L.H -2142 5421 4214

B major, CbMajor;"

RH. - 1231 , 2312 3123
L.H - 53521 32 13 & 138
b° minor, af minor:

RH. - 2312 351223 12 3%

L.H. - 3213 2132 3334

'

The following rules will fit the fingering of all seventh chord arpeggios, dominant
or diminished Root éositiog'of any inversion:
(1) Aléays cross over with the 4th finger and use all four fingers in
succession.
(2) when the arpeggio starts on a white key, begin with the 5th finger in
the L. H. and the thumb in the R. H. (thumbs always fall together).
(3) When the arpeggio starts on a black key, place R.H. thumb on the first
white note available in the chord and L. H. thumb on the last white
note available. Using fingers in succession, count back to starting

note.
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